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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 EB-08 AID-05 IO-13 /092 W 

190256Z 108001/14 

R 1811 10Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9056 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0674 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CF GB FR US 

SUBJECT: CONGO-BRAZZA REPORTEDLY SEEKING IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH 
FRANCE AND US 

1 . PRESIDENT BONGO TOLD ME MARCH 17 THAT HE IS CURRENTLY 
PLAYING INTERMEDIARY ROLE IN EFFORT TO IMPROVE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN CONGO-BRAZZA AND FRANCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO BONGO, HE HAS BEEN ON PHONE WITH NGOUABI 
SEVERAL TIMES IN LAST FEW DAYS AND ALSO CALED GISCARD 
D'ESTAING, RELAYING MESSAGES AIMED AT BRINGING TWO COUNTIRES 
CLOSER TOGETHER ONCE AGAIN. IN ADDITION, NGOUABI SENT 
SPECIAL EMMISSARY EARLIER IN WEEK AND IS SENDING FRESH 
MESSENGER IN NEXT DAY OR TWO WITH "DOCUMENTS" RELEVANT 

TO THIS EFFORT. 

3. BONGO SAID BOCG MOTIVIATION IS ECONOMIC. COUNTRY.HE 
OBSERVED, IS BROKE AND NEEDS CLOSER TIES WITH FRANCE 
TO GET ECONOMY GOING AGAIN SO PAYROLLS CAN BE MET AND 
DEVELOPMENT RESUMED. GOCB AMBASSADOR TO UN, FOR 
EXAMPLE, CANNOT PAY RENT OR PHONE BILLS, AND ONLY 
HOSPITALITY OF HIS GABONESE COLLEAGUE IN NY KEEPS HIM 
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WELL NOURISHED. 

4. BONGO ADDED THAT NGOUABI HAS ALSO SPOKEN TO HIM 
ABOUT RESTORING RELATIONS WITH US. BUT IMPLIED THAT 
THIS HAS NOT YET BEEN THOUGHT OUT WITHIN GOCB. 

PRESIDENT COMMENTED THAT HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAD LEFT HIM WITH IMPRESSION THAT USG MIGHT BE 
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OPEN TO PROPOSAL IN THIS SENSE. PRESIDENT CONCLUDED BY 
REMARKING THAT HE HAD SUGGESTED TO NGOUBABI THAT GOCB 
USE UN AS FORUM FOR ANY SOUNDINGS OF USG TO THIS EFFECT. 
STEIGMAN 
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